
Napoleon Bonaparte Dies
Napoleon Bonaparte, 51, passed away 
on May 5, 1821 a!er a battle with stom-
ach cancer. The place of death was 
Longwood, Saint Helena, where the 
British had held Bonaparte in deten-
tion for nearly six years. Bonaparte was 
born on August 15, 1769 to Carlo Maria 
di Buonaparte and Maria Letizia 
Ramolino in Ajaccio, France. Napoleon 
was the second eldest of eight 
children. There were two other chil-
dren who did not live past infancy.

Bonaparte graduated in September of 
1785, and was named a second lieu-
tenant in the La Fére artillery regiment. 
Bonaparte was in charge of garrison 
duty until the French Revolution began 
in 1789. Once the revolution began, 
Bonaparte le! to go to Corsica and 
Paris. During the early years of the rev-
olution, Bonaparte was engaged in a 
three-way battle in Corsica. His success 
gained him the title of lieutenant 
colonel in the Corsican militia and cap-
tain in the French army in 1792.

The next year, Bonaparte published a 
pamphlet in support of the French re-
public movement. The younger brother 
of the revolution leader read the pam-
phlet and was impressed. In the same 
year, Napoleon was given the chance 
to lead the republican forces in Toulon, 
which had risen against the republican 
government and was occupied by 
British troops. Napoleon created a 
plan, which would hopefully force the 
British ships to abandon the harbor. 
The plan involved using gun force to 
dominate the harbor. Napoleon put the 
plan into action and it was a success. 
Bonaparte was wounded in the thigh, 
however, during the assault on the har-
bor.

At the young age of 24, Bonaparte was 
promoted to brigadier general, and he 
was also put in charge of the artillery of 
the French army of Italy. While there, 
Bonaparte created plans for attacking 
he Kingdom of Sardina. His plan was 
followed in April of 1794 in the Battle of 
Saorgio. The battle was a success, and 
the cities of Ormea, Col de Tende, 
Onegila, and Loano were captured as a 
result.

In 1794, a!er disappearing for two 
weeks, possibly due to house arrest, 
Bonaparte assisted with the plans to 
attack Italian positions in the battle 
with Austria. Bonaparte also assisted in 
the French attempt to regain control of 
Corsica from the British. However, that 
attempt failed.

In 1795, Bonapatre became engaged to 
Desiree Clary. Desiree’s sister was the 

wife of Napoleon’s older brother, 
Joseph. In April of the same year, 
Bonaparte was assigned to the Army of 
the West in the west-central region of 
France. However, he claimed that he 
was in poor health to avoid doing so.

Since Bonaparte supposedly couldn’t 
fight because of his health, he was as-
signed to the Bureau of Topography, 
which was part of the Committee of 
Public Safety. While doing this, Bona-
parte wrote a romance novel about a 
soldier and his lover. On September 15, 
1795, Bonaparte was removed from the 
list of generals in regular service due to 
his inactivity. Also in September, Bona-
parte broke o" his engagement with 
Desiree Clary.

On October 9, Bonaparte’s inactive sta-
tus was changed. He was given com-
mand of the forces, which were de-
fending the Convention in Tuileries 
Palace. Bonaparte made critical deci-
sions which led the French to victory, 
and he gained much fame, wealth, and 
patronage as a result.

On March 9, 1796, Bonaparte married 
Josephine de Beauharnais. Two days 
a!er his marriage, Bonaparte le! Paris, 
France to command the Army in Italy. 
He was successful in the Battle of Lodi, 
however Austrian reinforcement de-
feated him. At the Battle of the Bridge 
of Arcole, however, Bonaparte regained 
control. He then subdued the Papal 
States. In March of 1797, Bonaparte en-
tered Austria and forced peace negotia-
tions. Bonaparte won 18 battles and 
captured 150,000 prisioners, 540 can-
nons, and 170 standards during his 
campaign in Italy. Bonaparte was much 
more of an influence in politics as a re-
sult.

A!er his dealings in Italy, Bonaparte 
planned to seize Egypt, knowing that 
the French navy wasn’t strong enough 
to defeat the Royal Navy. France seiz-
ing Egypt would threaten British trade 
with India. In June of 1798 Bonaparte 
captured a naval base and only lost 
three men. On July 21, greatly won a 
battle against the Egyptian, and the 
morale was greatly increased. In Au-
gust, the French fleet was diminished, 
and there were many uprisings. Also, 
many soldier were sick, so Bonaparte 
ordered for them to be poisoned.

A!er the French Revolution was ended, 
Bonaparte excelled in the political are-
na. He served as one of the three 
French consuls for about five years, 
from 1799 to 1804. He then served as 
the Emperor of the French for about 
eleven years, from 1804 to 1815. He 

also served as the King of Italy for nine 
years, from 1805 to 1814. While he was 
leader, he divorced Joséphine because 
she was unable to have a child. He 
married Marie Louise in 1810 in hopes 
of having a child.

Bonaparte will have lasting e"ects on 
the country of France. He introduced 
the metric system, higher education, a 
tax code, road systems, and sewer sys-
tems. He also brought the Roman 
Catholic Church to France, and made it 
one of France’s main churches.

Bonaparte had one legitimate son, 
Napoléon Francois Charles Joseph 
Bonaparte, who he had with his second 
wife. He also adopted his first wife’s 
son and cousin, Eugéne and Stéphanie. 
He acknowledged one illegitimate son, 
Charles Léon, with Eléonore Denuelle 
de La Plaigne. There were reports of 
other illegitimate sons of Bonaparte, 
however, he acknowledged none of 
them.

He was preceeded in death by his fa-
ther, a sister-in-law, Christine Boyer, his 
first wife, Joséphine, and five siblings, 
Napoleone Buonaparte, Maria Anna 
Buonaparte, Maria Anna Buonaparte, 
Maria Anna Buonaparte, and Elisa 
Bonaparte Baciocchi.

He is survived by his legitimate son, his 
mother, Maria, a brother-in-law, Felice 
Pasquale Baciocchi (Elisa), six siblings, 
Joseph (Julie) Bonaparte, Lucien 
(Alexandrine) Bonaparte, Louis (Hort-
ense) Bonaparte, Pauline (Camillo) 
B o n a p a r t e B o r g h e s e , C a r o l i n e 
(Joachim) Bonaparte Murat, and 
Jérome (Elizabeth) Bonaparte, his sec-
ond wife, Marie, and many nieces and 
nephews.
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